Arthur William Sidney Herrington
(1891-1970)

http://forums.justoldtrucks.com/60387/Large -coleman-under-74-Ford?Pagelndex=2

You raise a very interesting possibility. | do know that “Col.” Arthur William Sidney
Herrington (1891-1970) oversaw field tests of a Coleman truck on 9 Feb 1925, and then

again in comparative evaluations against FWD and the Militor on 1 Apr 1925, both at
Aberdeen Proving Grounds, while in his various roles at Camp Holabird, Baltimore, MD.

e At various times, he is described as "Chief Engineer of the Engineering Section; Consulting
Engineer for the Motor Transport Division of the US Army Quartermaster Corps; Chief
Engineer of the Motor Trans port Division of the US War Department; and as Director
Engineering & Development (1921-1928).

e Perhaps the most accurate title that he used himself when writing up the official report on the 1
Apr 1925 comparative tests at Aberdeen Proving Ground was "Consulting Engineer for the
Motor Transport Division of the US Army Quartermaster Corps."” | take this to mean that
he appears to have been a "consultant,” or at the very least, loaned from one military branch to
the other.

¢ On aside note, the title "Colonel" was purely honorific, Art had only risen to the rank of Captain
during WW-1, and then Major in the Army Reserve.

Regardless, Art Herrington was so very impressed with the Coleman test results, he
then made fairly frequent visits to Coleman Motors in Littleton, Colorado to consult with
Harleigh R. Holmes, inventor and patent-holder of the "Holmes Drive System"

(aka "Holmes Front Drive"), the proprietary 4x4 axle of a Coleman truck. | had
understood this relationship to become more formalized by 1926, and we know for
certain that by early 1928, Art Herrington was the General Manager of the Coleman
Motors Corporation "Eastern Branch" located at 314-316 Eye Street, NE,
Washington, DC, and | actually have a "letterhead" piece of correspondence with the
US Army Air Corps signed "Coleman Motors Corporation, A. W. Herrington, General
Manager," dated 2 Feb 1928, with the above Washington DC address at the top.

The ubiquitous Coleman "C-25" light cargo truck; troop transport, light (TTL), and
light semi-tractor (introduced in 1925) even became nicknamed the "Herrington
Models," due to Art’s very strong influence in adjusting the Coleman truck product line
to directly satisfy emerging military requirements from 1925 through about 1930.

Yes, Art Herrington did later patent his own 4x4 axle on May 15 1930, as you
correctly note, and he then moved on in 1931 to enter into a partnership with car-
makers Walter Marmon (1872-1940) and brother Howard Carpenter Marmon (1876-
1943) to co-found the (re-organized) Marmon-Herrington Company (MH), also then
entering the 4x4 axle and differential business, as well as specializing in both the
military and heavy commercial truck-building markets.

However, Jeff, you do raise an excellent point. As Art Herrington had done in his various
civilian engineer roles with Camp Holabird, et al, perhaps he did not enter into an
"exclusive" relationship after all with Coleman as general manager of their Washington,
DC branch — Perhaps he considered himself more of a consultant, and actually
consulted for other commercial or military organizations as the very same

time. Regardless, he was absolutely a key figure at Coleman and had a simply huge
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influence their emerging truck design considerations during the 1925-1930 time frame.

Your comment that he consulted with the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps from at
least 1928-31 helping to design the "standardized" QMC trucks built at Fort
Holabird from 1928-32 certainly suggests he kept multiple hats on his hat rack at the
very same time. This obviously overlaps with his fully documented tenure as General
Manager of the Coleman Motors Corporation "Eastern Branch" from at least 1928
through about 1930. Looks like Art was "burning the candle from both ends," working for
Coleman, while also directly helping QMC design the "standardized" military trucks that
would ultimately beat out Coleman in the 1930s for virtually all future Army truck orders
until 1941 with the coming of the initial orders for the G-55A "Quick-Way" Crane. .

Thank you Jeff -- as with any good researcher, lalways truly welcome comments or
new information that makes me go back and totally rethink, recheck, confirm, or adjust
my research. We are all just trying to get this right...

May | ask your source on the QMC consulting from 1928-1932? | would like to deep-
dive on that a little more to gain an even better understanding of Art Herrington and the
"many lives" he apparently lead, often all at the same time!



Riley, here is a breakdown for the MC-9 front hub and axle. Unfortunately this is all the info |
have, I do not have the nomenclature or part numbers. Hopefully this is helpful. From 1964 to
1984 Marmon-Herrington used components from several sources. Front axles with a MC prefix
came from Coleman, MD from Dana, and MR from Rockwell.

Craig, your comment about Art Herrington working for Coleman from 1925-31 is interesting, |
have not heard that before. What | do know is that Herrington was working for the U.S. Army
Quartermaster Corps from at least 1928-31 helping to design the QMC trucks built at Fort
Holabird from 1928-32. Herrington applied for a patent for his own front drive axle on May 15
1930, which led to his partnership with Walter Marmon in 1931 to build all wheel drive trucks.
The early M-H trucks looked very much like some of the QMC trucks. Perhaps Herrington did
some consulting for Coleman. He was at Ft. Holabird when Coleman demonstrated their 6x6
truck for the Army in June of 1929. My information comes from the book "The Marmon Heritage"
and no mention is made of Herrington working for Coleman.

SECTIONAL VIEW OF COLEMAN MODEL 9 FRONT AXLE DRIVE WHEEL

Fig. 5-4 MC-9 Front Driving Axle



Bbl NOAHMMAETE OUYEHb MHTEPECHYHO BO3MOXKHOCTb. fl 3Hat0, YTO “NONKOBHUK” ApTyp Yunbam CuaHemn
XeppuHrToH (1891-1970) KypupoBan nonesbie UcnbiraHUA KoyamaH rpy3oBuKk Ha 9 despana 1925, n
3aTeM CHOBA B CPaBHUTE/IbHbIX OLEHOK B OTHOLEHMN NepegHen puBogHbix U Militor Ha 1 anpena 1925,
ob6a B AbepauHe NonnUroHax, a B €ro pasinyHbix ponei B Kamn Xonabepa, bantumop, Mapunena.

B pa3Hble BpemMeHa, OH ONUCbIBAETCA KaK "rNaBHbIN MHMKEHE P UHKEHE PHO-TEXHMYE CKOMN CEKLNK;
WHXeHe pa-KOHCYNbTaHTa 15 aBToTpaHcnopta anenamm apmum CLUA MHTeHAAHTCKOM cny»bbl; [naBHbIM
WHXKeHep aBTOTPAHCMNOPTHOTO OTAE1a aMEePUKAHCKOTO BOEHHOTO BE A0MCTBA; U KaK AMPEKTOP
WHXWHUPUMHIA U pa3suTma (1921-1928).

Moxanyi, Hambonee TO4UHOE HAa3BaHWE, KOTOPOE OH MCMNO/Ib30BAJ1 CaM NMPU HanNnMcaHUM opULMANbHOIO
oT4yeTa Ha 1 anpens 1925 cpaBHUTENbHbIX UCMbITaHWM Ha ABepANHCKUI UCNbITATeNbHbIA NOJUTOH Bbi
"MH»KeHe POM-KOHCY/IbTAHTOM AN aBTOTPAHCIOPTHOIO NOAPa3AEIEHNA aMe PUKAHCKOM apMnin
KBapTupmeinctepom Kopnyca." A umeto B BUAY, UTO OH, KaxeTca, 6bln "KoHCyibTaHTOM" uau, no
KpaliHel mepe, 3aMMCTBOBaHHbIX M3 O4HOIO BOEHHOTO NOAPa3Ae/eHNA B APYroe.

Ha cTopoHe 3anucky, 3BaHne "NonKoBHKK" Bbl/1I0 YNCTO MOYETHBIN, APT BO3pOCIa /UL A0 3BaHUSA
KanuTaHa Bo Bpema KB-1, a 3aTem mainopa B apMnu pesepsa.

HecmoTps Ha 3TO, MCKYCCTBO XEPPUMHITOH Dbl TaK o4eHb Brieyar/ieH KoyimaH pesyibTaTbl TecTa, OH
TOrAa caenan fOBOMbHO YacTble BU3KTLI B Coleman moTopebl B ropoae JIMTTATOH, wTaT Konopazao,
nocoseToBaTbcs ¢ Harleigh p. Xonmc, nsobpeTatenb n nateHToBNageney, ns "Xonmca cuctema npmsoga”
(oH xe "Xonmc" nepeaHnit npmeoa"), MponpureTapHbii 4x4 ocbio KoynmaH rpy30BuK. fl MOHSA 3TK
OTHOLUEHUSA cTaHOBSATCA bonee popmanmn3oBaHHbIMM K 1926 rogy, M Ham AOCTOBEPHO M3BECTHO, YTO K
Hauany 1928, ApT XeppUHITOH bbl1 reHepanbHbIM MeHe gRepom KoynmaH MoTtopc KopnopeiwH
"BocTouHbIl puanan”, pacnonorkeHHbIN Ha yauue 314-316 rnas, He6packa, BaWWHITOH, OKpyr
Konymbus, n Boobue y meHs ecTb "dUpMeHHbI BnaHK" KycoK Nepenmckm ¢ Hac apMnmn aBMaLMOHHOIO



Kopnyca nognucanu "Koynman MoTtopc KopnopeiwH, A. B. XeppWUHITOH, reHepanbHbli meHeaxkep" oT 2
deBpans 1928, ¢ Bbille BallMHITOHE-aApecC BBEPXY.

Besgecywme KonemaH "c-25" cBeT rpy3oBot aBTOMOOWb; A€ CaHTHO-TPaHCTOPTHLIN, ceeT (TT/1), n ceeT
nony-TpakTop (BBeaeH B 1925) aaxke ctan no nNpo3suLLy "XeppuHITOH moaeneid," bnarogapa UCKycCTBa
O4Y€eHb CUNbHOE B/INAHME B KOPPEKTUPOBKE KOy/IMaH rpy30BUK IMHE MKW NPOAYKTOB A5
HenocpeACcTBEHHOTO YA0BAETBOPEHMA BO3HUKAIOLWMX BOEHHble noTpebHocTtm ¢ 1925 r. no 1930 roay.

a3, NCKYCCTBO XEePPUHITOH He NO3AHee 3anaTeHTOBaTb cBoe cobcTBeHHOE 4x4 mocT 15 masa 1930, Kak Bbl
NpaBWUAbHO BHMUMaHKe, 1 3aTeM OH nepeexan B 1931 BCTyNuTb B NaPTHEPCTBO C aBTONPOU3BOAUTENAMM
Yontep MapmoH (1872-1940) n 6pat losapa KapneHtep MapmoH (1876-1943) gns coOBMECTHOro Halen
(peopraHunsoBaHo) MapmoH-Xe ppMHITOH KoMmnaHum (MIH), Takxke Beeasa 4x4 moct n andde peHuman
6M13HeCa, a TaKKe CrneLnIM3NPYIOLLIMXCA B KaK BOEHHbIX, TaK M TAXKEbIX KOMME pye CKUX FPY30BMKOB-
CTPOUTEIbHbIE PbIHKMU.

OpHako, e dd, Tbl Nogana MHe OTAMYHYO TOYKY. KaK MCKyCccTBO XeppUHITOH BbIN0 caenaHo Bero
Pa3NNYHbIX FpaXKaaHCKUX ponei uHKeHep c Kamn Xonabepg, 1 coaBT, BO3MOXKHO OH BOODLLE He
3aKNt04aTh "IKCKO3UBHbIE" OTHOLWEHWSA BeAb C KOy1IMaHOM KaK reHepanbHbli MeHexKep CBoe
BaLWMHITOHE BETKY — BO3MOXHO, OH c4MTan ceba 60blue KOHCY/IbTAHTOM, U COOCTBEHHO KOHCYbTaLmMu
ANA ApYTMX KOMMEPYECKMX MW BOEHHbIX OPraHU3aLMiA KaK TOT e MUr. HecMoTps Ha 310, OH bbin
abcontoTHO KnoueBo urypoit B KoynmaH n umenu npocro orpoMHoe BAMAHWE nx GopmmpyroLleiics
rPY30BUK KOHCTPYKTUBHbIX CO0bparkeHUI B TeueHune 1925-1930 cpoku.

Bal KOMMeHTapuUiA, YTO OH KOHCYIbTUPOBA/ICA C aMePUKAHCKOM apmumein MHTeHAaHTCKOM ciyKbe oT no
KpaliHei mepe 1928-31 nomoras KOHCTPYMUpOBaTh "cTaHaapTn3npoBaHHbIX" KMK rpy3oBuMKosB,
NocTpoeHHbIX B PopT-Xonabepa ot 1928-32 KoHEYHO NpeanoaaraeT, YTO OH AepPrKasl HECKO/bKO WAAMbI
Ha Wwaany wkada B TOT XKe MUT. ITO ABHO MNepPeKINKAETCA C ero NOHOCTBIO JOKYMEHTUPOBAHHOM
npebbiBaHMA Ha NOCTy reHepasnbHOro meHe axkepa KoynmaH MoTtopc KopnopeliwH "BoctouHoi BeTBu' €
1928 no KpariHei mepe, Yepes NnpumepHo 1930. Moxoxke, ApT 6bin "CrKUraHUA cBeUMn C 060MX KOHL0B,"
paboTta ans KoyamaH, a TakxKe HenocpeAcTBeHHO nomoratb KMK pa3paboTku "craHaapTusmMpoBaHHbie"
BOEHHbIE TPY30BUKM, UTO Hbl B KOHEYHOM UTOrE BbIbBUTb KoynimaH B 1930-e roabl NpakTUYeCKX ANA BCEX
6yayLMX apMeNCKMIA rpy30BUK 3aKasbl 40 1941 roga ¢ npuxoaom nepBoHaYa/bHbIX 3aKa3oB ana G-55A
"ObICTPbIM NyTb" KpaHa. .

Cnacunbo xedd -- Kak ntoboii xopoLwnii uccnegoBatenb, A BCerga no-HactToAweMy paabl
KOMMEHTapUAM UM HoBas MHGOPMaLUMs, KOTOPas 3aCTaBAAET MeHA BEPHYTbCA U NMOJTHOCTbIO
NnepeocmbICNUTb, MEPENPOBEPUTb, NOATBEPAUTL UM CKOPPEKTUPOBATb MOU UccieaoBaHMA. Mbl Bce
MPOCTO MbITAOCb MOYYNTb 3TO NPABO...



Mory nu A 3aaTb cBOM UCTOYHUK Ha KMK KoHcanTuHr ot 1928-1932? A xoten 6bl ryboKo norpy»KaTtbcs
B, YTO HEMHOTO 60/1bLUEe, YTOObI NONYYUTb eLLE Sy4dllee NOHUMaHME UCKYCCTBA XEPPUHITOH M "MHOTO
*KM3Hen" oH, No-BMAMMOMY, CBMHEL, YacTo BCce 0gHOBpeMeHHo! - See more at:
http://forums.justoldtrucks.com/60387/Large-coleman-under-74-
Ford?Pagelndex=2#sthash.JaQNLSAc.dpuf



